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Soil… and you
What is soil?
the upper layer of earth in which plants grow, a black or dark brown material typically consisting of a mixture of organic remains, clay, and rock particles by decomposition of rocks.
Soil is a mixture of organic matter, minerals, gases, liquids, and organisms that together support life.
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The soil profile
Humus: the organic component of soil, formed by the decomposition of leaves and other plant material by soil micro-organisms.


What is topsoil?
Topsoil is the upper, outermost layer of soil, usually the top 2 inches (5.1 cm) to 8 inches (20 cm). It has the highest concentration of organic matter and microorganisms and is where most of the Earth's biological soil activity occurs. Four elements constitute the composition of soil. Those elements are mineral particles, organic matter, water, and air. 
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Subsoil
Subsoil is the layer of soil under the topsoil on the surface of the ground. Like topsoil it is composed of a variable mixture of small particles such as sand, silt and/or clay, but with a much lower percentage of organic matter and humus.
[image: ]
Weather rock fragments (substratum)
Substratum is the underlying layer, especially of rock or soil below the ground. When you start to dig for a patio and you hit a layer of hard rock just below the ground, this layer of rock is an example of a substratum. 

Bedrock
Bedrock is the hard, solid rock beneath surface materials such as soil and gravel. Bedrock also underlies sand and other sediments on the ocean floor. Bedrock is consolidated rock, meaning it is solid and tightly bound. Overlying material is often unconsolidated rock, which is made up of loose particles.
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